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	The Basics
			Beer-related dispatches, reportage and more-or-less constructive criticism from Phil Cook — longtime bartender, onetime brewery-worker, and mono-award-winning beer writer.

Naturally, the views expressed are entirely my own, though anyone is more than welcome to agree with me. Disclosures are listed here.

My work here (text and photos) is released under a Creative Commons BY-NC 3.0 NZ License — which is explained a little here. The podcast goes out under a related 'sharealike' license.
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            Stopped by the new @oddculturefitzroy on my way ho
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Stopped by the new @oddculturefitzroy on my way home last night and had a lovely @lasirenebrewing Wild Ale in one of Melbourne's better-decorated alleyways. Also a big fan of the retro Melbourne Bitter ad inside — although I assume it's a reconstruction rather than a relic.]
        
    



    
        
            The fact that it was too big for the bollard turne
            	                    [image: The fact that it was too big for the bollard turned out to be only the third most-annoying thing about this poster. But that did lead to be finally putting a new post up on Beer Diary (now at diary.beer for extra-easy remembering)— on Fixation, provenance, and the awkwardness of reliving old glory.]
        
    



    
        
            Love Shack ESB, with Beer Diary IV. Finally made i
            	                    [image: Love Shack ESB, with Beer Diary IV. Finally made it up to Castlemaine this weekend for general explorations but with Love Shack always in mind for the final stop. That ESB has perhaps been the most-frequently-occurring beer in our fridge over the last twelve months, and it was an absolute treat to have it at the source.  And that makes three ESB posts in a row, and I'm fine with that.]
        
    



    
        
            Handpulled ESB on a brisk autumn afternoon is a qu
            	                    [image: Handpulled ESB on a brisk autumn afternoon is a quasi-religious experience, so the stained glass in the front bar at Holgate felt appropriate.]
        
    



    
        
            Nice™ to be back here, too. It's cozy, there's a
            	                    [image: Nice™ to be back here, too. It's cozy, there's an ESB on handpull, and the burble of a few dozen locals on their lunchbreak. Extremely Satisfying Beertimes.]
        
    



    
        
            Nearly cried when I saw those buckets. It feels li
            	                    [image: Nearly cried when I saw those buckets. It feels like I've fallen into a nearby parallel dimension; different people work at @goldingsfd, and a few other things have conspicuously changed around town, but many other things are comfortably the same — and given the weirdness of the last few years in Melbourne, it somehow feels like barely any time has passed since I was last here. It's nice to see you again for a little while, Wellington, you've been missed.]
        
    



    
        
            It's been a while, but there's a couple of new pos
            	                    [image: It's been a while, but there's a couple of new posts up on the blog (at diary.beer). I've taken the results of the last few runnings of the @brewersguildnz awards and crunched the numbers a bit to get a better view of who is doing well and what's going on by way of trends and patterns and little curiosities hiding in the details.  Meanwhile, I ain't no fancy big city beer judge, but I did take @garageproject's Chance, Luck and Magic winning 'Champion NZ Beer' two years in a row as an excuse to drop $49 and try it — and it did not disappoint.]
        
    



    
        
            I've been working for @rangebrewing for a little w
            	                    [image: I've been working for @rangebrewing for a little while now, and today I finally got to visit the mothership in Brisbane. First pour, naturally, was a 'big' (that's a 480ml, which I'm happy calling a "pint" but other people get weird about it) of C R I S P, from the side-pull tap. Absolute bliss. Super interesting to see the brewery itself, too; somehow no matter how many you look around, there's always some curious little details.]
        
    



    
        
            I'm up in Brisbane briefly for a work meeting / ge
            	                    [image: I'm up in Brisbane briefly for a work meeting / get-together, and after a day of delayed and mucked-about flights, first stop was the gorgeous Breakfast Creek Hotel, a massive shambling venue made of equal parts divey and bougie touches, where I had a very creditable chicken parma, and three different varieties of XXXX. Utterly delighted to notice, on the way out, that the sign is on the fritz and Fourecks is 'The Popular Bee'.]
        
    



    
        
            It's still the weekend, if you work like I work. S
            
	                
	            	                    [image: It's still the weekend, if you work like I work. So Melbourne's Unofficial Lager Weekend continued today, with a bike ride up to @carwyncellars for some excellent beers (there were others, but the first pictured is @hopnationbeer's Italian Pils version of my beloved Rattenhund, the second is Köstrizer Schwarzbier — and the sign says Lager Is King but a) Instagram won't let me post a pair of wide-ratio photos and b) I don't think monarchy-words are compliments). Pair that with a very serendipitous appearance by some comrades old and new, and it made for a lovely Monday/Saturday.]
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